Learning Roundtable Report — December 10 2007

Attendance
Government Shirley Bond, Minister and Deputy Premier
BCSTA Penny Tees, President

Connie Densiuk, Vice President
BCCPAC Ron Broda, First Vice President

Lori Tedrick, Second Vice President
BCPVPA Les Dukowski, President

Marilyn Merler, President Elect
BCSSA Geoff Jopson, President

Sheila Rooney, Past President
BCTF Irene Lanzinger, President

Susan Lambert, First Vice President
Jim Iker, Second Vice President
John Wadge, Member-at-Large

Ministry of Education Emery Dosdall, Deputy Minister
Rick Davis, Superintendent of Achievement

Staff Lisa Dominato, Ministerial Assistant
Larry Khuen, BCTF
Stephen Hansen, BCSTA

1. Minister Bond convened the meeting and welcomed all participants.

2. Minister Bond presented the 2007/08 Provincial Class Size Report and asked
Deputy Minister Emery Dosdall to highlight trends.

a. Report shows continued improvement in learning conditions although
changes are not as great as those between 2005/06 and 2006/07.

b. Highlights include fewer numbers of large classes, smaller average class
sizes and some redistribution of students with special needs.

c. Irene Lanzinger noted that the number of classes with four or more
students with special needs has increased. She advocated for increased
funding to support improvements in learning conditions.

d. Penny Tees noted there were many ways to support student learning
beyond reducing class size.

e. Geoff Jopson drew attention to the impact the teacher has on student
learning.

f. Several others commented on implications of this year’s report.

Minister Bond noted she had no tolerance for safety issues that may arise
in specific classes because of numbers of students and directed that further
analysis be undertaken, as was done last year to break out classes by type
to further inform the discussions.




h.

The discussion concluded with an undertaking by the Ministry to bring
further analysis and information to a subsequent meeting of the
Roundtable.

3. Rick Davis reported from a subcommittee of the Roundtable that had been
charged with the responsibility to review the impact and efficacy of Bill 33. The
outcomes of the work of this committee follow.

a.

No recommendations for amendments to the existing legislation were
forthcoming from the committee. The committee suggested that the effect
of the amendments should be monitored on an ongoing basis.

The committee agreed with some administrative changes, including
electronic reporting of statements of rationale, that were intended to
streamline and make reporting more efficient.

A draft regulation intended to add clarity to the definition of what was
intended by the “consultation” was circulated. Members of the
Roundtable were asked to provide their views of this draft prior to the next
meeting. Minister Bond asked for a response to the consultation draft by
January 15.

4. Future meetings of the Roundtable.

a.

Minister Bond invited members of the Roundtable to suggest topics of
interest to all members for discussion. Minister Bond noted that the
Roundtable provided an important opportunity to discuss substantive
issues that effect student learning.

BCTF representatives objected to including agenda items that did not
relate to class size and class composition. They expressed the view that
there members would be unhappy to see the Roundtable focus on other
issues as the Roundtable resulted from the dispute in the fall of 2005 and
was intended to address issues that caused that dispute.

Other members of the Roundtable expressed support for extending the
discussion beyond issues relating only to working and learning conditions.

5. The meeting was adjourned at 10:30.



