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Homeschooling




[image: ] Publication date: September 5, 2023[image: warning]
Homeschoolers are not eligible to receive a British Columbia Dogwood Graduation Certificate.
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B.C.'s Back to School Plan includes new health and safety measures, increased funding for protective equipment like masks and new learning groups to keep everyone safe.




Homeschooling is a classroom alternative offered outside the B.C. educational system. Typically, a home educator (e.g. a parent or guardian) delivers the entire educational program to children at home.

Homeschooling programs are not


	Supervised by a B.C.-certified teacher
	Required to meet provincial standards
	Inspected by the Ministry of Education and Child Care





On this page:


	Parents should consider
	Responsibilities of parents or guardians
	Responsibilities of schools and districts



[bookmark: consider]Parents should consider


Homeschooling comes with great responsibility – choosing this option means parents must provide and supervise their child’s entire educational program, including curriculum and learning materials.


	Find out about flexible learning options that lead to graduation
	Read the Homeschooling Policy and Online Learning Policy



See a comparison of classroom alternatives to see if online learning may better meet your needs.


[bookmark: responsibilities-parents]Responsibilities of parents or guardians


By law, all children in B.C. must be educated, making it necessary for homeschooled children to be registered.


Parent/guardian(s) who choose to homeschool must register their child by September 30 of each year. Contact a B.C. school to complete the registration process:


	Public school – Public school principals register homeschoolers. Contact the school district office to learn more about its homeschooling policy.
	Independent school – Independent schools may determine whether the school registers homeschoolers. Contact the school to learn more about its homeschooling policy.



Note: Children in Grades 10, 11, or 12 may enrol in a online learning course and also be registered as a homeschooler.


[bookmark: responsibilities-schools]Responsibilities of schools and districts
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Public schools









The principal must register the child of any parent who wishes his/her child to be educated at home.


The school principal will offer to the homeschooled child or their parents free of charge:


	Evaluation and assessment services to determine the child's educational progress in relation to students of similar age and ability
	The loan of educational resource materials authorized and recommended by the Minister of Education, and which, in the school district’s opinion, are sufficient to enable the child to pursue his/her educational program



The parent and/or homeschooled child is free to accept or reject evaluation/ assessment services or the loan of learning resource materials offered by the school.


The school has no authority to approve or supervise the educational program of a homeschooled child.












 



Independent schools









The independent school authority may determine if a particular independent school will register homeschooled children.


The authority may also set a fee for the registration of a homeschooled child. An independent or independent online learning school may register a homeschooled child who resides anywhere in the province.


The school principal shall offer to the homeschooled child or the parent(s) free of charge:


	Evaluation and assessment services normally offered to the students at that independent school
	Educational resource materials, on loan, which the school believes are sufficient to enable the child to pursue his/her educational program



The school may require a deposit for the loan of such materials.












 



Protecting homeschooled children









Anyone who believes that a school-aged homeschooled child is not registered, or is registered, but not receiving an educational program, may report this belief to:


	The superintendent of schools of the school district in which the child resides
	The directeur général of the francophone education authority for the francophone school district in which the child resides



After receiving a report, the superintendent, or directeur général must investigate the complaint:


	If the superintendent or directeur général determines that the child is not registered and the child's parent refuses to comply with the law, the superintendent, or directeur général must inform the police
	If the superintendent or directeur général determines that the child is not receiving an educational program and that the child is in need of protection, the superintendent, or directeur général must report their belief to the Ministry of Children and Family Development
	No action can be taken against the superintendent or directeur général for investigating a report, nor against the person making such a report, unless it was made maliciously



See the Investigation By Superintendent Order (PDF)










 






 


Homeschooling support resources
	Canadian Home-Based Learning Resources 
	British Columbia Home Educators Association 
	Homeschooling Policy 
	Online Learning Policy 
	Homeschooling Procedures and Guidelines Manual 
	Appendix to the Homeschooling Manual: Legislative Requirements and Better Practise Guidelines (Summary by Key Topic) 




Funding grants
Provincial funding grants are sent to each registering school; no funding is sent to parents. The provincial funding grant amounts are as follows:


	Public schools receive $250 for each registered homeschooled child
	An independent school authority (PDF) holding a certificate of group 1 or group 2 classification receives $175 for each registered homeschooled child





Immunization
Children attending school participate in B.C.’s program for immunization to protect against disease. Parents must ensure that homeschooled children also get immunized at the right age: 4 – 6, 11 and 14 years old.
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The B.C. Public Service acknowledges the territories of First Nations around B.C. and is grateful to carry out our work on these lands. We acknowledge the rights, interests, priorities, and concerns of all Indigenous Peoples - First Nations, Métis, and Inuit - respecting and acknowledging their distinct cultures, histories, rights, laws, and governments.
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