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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 
R.A. Malatest and Associates was contracted to conduct a survey of high school graduates in 
order to provide province wide data on their transition patterns after graduation. The research 
was commissioned by the Centre for Curriculum, Transfer and Technology on behalf of the 
Ministry of Education and Ministry of Advanced Education.  
 
The primary objective of the survey was to provide a complete transition picture, one year after 
graduation, including information pertaining to those who make a direct transition to post-
secondary education and to the workforce. A secondary objective was to determine any 
differences in transition patterns and satisfaction between graduates who participated in a 
Career Program and those who did not.  
 
Highlighted below are the key results associated with the 2001 High School Graduate Transition 
Survey.  Information has been based on data provided by surveys with 1,025 high school 
graduates from the 1999/2000 school year.  It should be emphasized that results can be viewed 
with considerable confidence given the large sample size and high (70.6%) response rate for 
this survey.  Based on 1,025 completions, the maximum sampling error is within ±3.0% (19 
times out of 20). 
 
 
Of the total respondents, 69.3% indicated that they had taken some post-secondary 
education in the past year. 
 
Analysis of the data suggests the following: 
¾ 51.8% of the respondents indicated that their main activity in the past year was attending 

school full time;  
¾ 4.9% of the respondents indicated that their main activity in the past year was attending 

school part time; 
¾ 12.6% of respondents took one or more post-secondary courses in the past year even 

though their main activity was not attending school; and, 
¾ 70.4% of respondents indicated that their main activity next year will be attending post-

secondary education.  
 
 
Most graduates who did not go directly on to post-secondary education entered the 
workforce.  
 
Analysis of the data suggests the following: 
¾ 37.9% of the graduates indicated their main activity in the past year was working; 
¾ 65.1% of those who transitioned to the workforce worked more than 31 hours per week; 

and, 
¾ 2.27% was the calculated unemployment rate compared to the provincial youth (aged 15-24 

years) unemployment rate of 13.6% for the year 2000. 
 



 

2001 High School Graduate Transition Survey  R.A. Malatest & Associates Ltd. 
Ministry of Education  August 2001 

ii 

Students who participated in Career Programs were more likely to agree that their high 
school education prepared them for employment than were non-participants.  
 
Analysis of the data suggests the following: 
¾ 36.7% of the Career Program participants agreed/strongly agreed that their high school 

education prepared them for employment; and,  
¾ 25.3% of the Non-Career Program participants agreed/strongly agreed that their high school 

education prepared them for employment.   
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SECTION 1: BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE OF THE PROJECT 
 
 
 
1.1 Background and Research Objectives 
 
In order to provide province-wide data on the transition of secondary school graduates to 
either post-secondary education, training or directly to the workforce, the Ministry of 
Education contracted R.A. Malatest and Associates Ltd. to conduct a survey of 1999/2000 
high school graduates one year after graduation.  The primary objective of the survey was to 
provide a complete transition picture, one year after graduation, including details for those 
who made a direct transition to post-secondary education and to the workforce. A secondary 
objective was to determine any differences in transition patterns between graduates who 
participated in a Career Program and those who did not.  
 
The 2001 High School Graduate Transition Survey was designed with three main objectives: 
¾ to attain information as to what the graduates’ main transition activity had been during 

the past year and what the respondents predict their main activity will be in the upcoming 
year (i.e., after September 1, 2001); 

¾ to examine satisfaction with secondary school education and how it aided in the 
transition to either post-secondary education or the workforce; and,  

¾ to determine if there is a relationship between Career Program graduates and their 
transition patterns compared to Non-Career Program graduates.  

 
 
1.2 Data Analysis and Reporting 
 
Key highlights of the research are presented in the remainder of the report.  The information 
collected in the survey has been summarized in tabular format to present the distribution of 
responses for each survey question by demographic characteristics, including: gender, 
region and career program status.  Details regarding the survey methodology applied in the 
research is contained in Appendix A:  Technical Aspects. 
 
It should be noted that for reporting purposes the five region groups are comprised of the 
following school districts: 

¾ Vancouver Island/Coastal:  SD # 46, 47, 49, 61, 62, 63, 64, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 79, 
84, 85 

¾ Lower Mainland:  SD # 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 75, 78, 48 
¾ Interior/Southeast:  SD # 5, 6, 8, 10, 19, 20, 22, 23, 51, 53, 58, 67, 73, 74, 83 
¾ Northern:  SD # 27, 28, 50, 52, 54, 57, 59, 60, 81, 82, 87, 91, 92 
¾ Other1:  Francophone Education Authority, Distance Education, Independent 

Schools 
 
The survey consisted of a number of questions relating specifically to transition after high 
school graduation and perceived preparation of high school education for employment 
                                                
1 The “Other” category consists almost entirely of independent schools. 
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and/or post-secondary education.  The main highlights of the analyses of the responses are 
summarized throughout Section 2:  Key Results, in the following subsections: 

2.2 Status of Respondents 
2.3 Transition to Post-Secondary Education 
2.4 Transition to the Workforce 
2.5 Satisfaction with Secondary School Education as a Prerequisite to 

Work/Post-Secondary Education 
2.6 Prediction of Future Main Activity 
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SECTION 2: KEY RESULTS  
 
 
 
2.1 Status of Respondents 
 
Respondents were asked to indicate their main activity since graduating from high school.  
“Main activity” was defined as the activity that the respondent spent the majority (i.e., more 
than 50%) of their time doing.  Detailed in Table 2-1 is a comparison of respondents' main 
activity broken down by Career Program status and gender. 
 

Table 2-1 
Respondent’s Main Activity 

Career Program Status Gender Question: During the past 
year, what was your main 
activity? 

Survey 
Average 

Participant Non-
Participant 

Male Female 

Attending school (full or part 
time) 56.7% 55.9% 57.5% 52.7% 60.8% 

Working 37.9% 39.2% 36.7% 40.9% 34.8% 
Unemployed and not looking 
for work (includes travelling, 
taking care of family, long-
term illness/disability) 

 

2.1% 1.7% 2.4% 1.6% 2.6% 

Unemployed and looking for 
work (includes volunteering) 1.3% 1.3% 1.3% 1.9% 0.6% 

Other (includes playing 
sports, upgrading high 
school) 

2.1% 1.9% 2.2% 2.9% 1.2% 

n=1,025 
 
 
The main activity during the past year for the majority of graduates was attending 
school. 
 
More than one-half of (56.7%) of graduates reported that their main activity during the year 
since graduation had been attending school.  Of these individuals, 51.8% attended school 
on a full-time basis and 4.9% attended on a part-time basis.  Most graduates who did not 
attend school after graduation were working:  37.9% of the total respondents reported a 
transition to employment. 
 
Two noteworthy differences between gender and the respondents’ main activity emerged. 
Female graduates were more likely than male graduates to have been enrolled in post-
secondary education during the past year.  A higher percentage of female respondents 
(60.8%) attended school on a full or part time basis as compared to male respondents 
(52.7%).  Conversely, a higher percentage of male respondents (40.9%) spent the last year 
working as compared to female respondents (34.8%).2 
 

                                                
2 This result is statistically significant with a Chi-Square = 14.09, p=.007, Cramer’s V=.117. 
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There were minimal differences in the transition patterns for Career Programs participants 
and non-participants. 
 
 
The main activity reported by respondents varied across regions. 
 
Detailed in Chart 2-1 is a comparison of the respondents’ main activities (attending school or 
working) broken down by region.  
 

Chart 2-1 
Comparison of Respondents’ Main Activity by Region 

 
Respondents who graduated in the Lower Mainland (64.0%) had a significantly higher rate 
of transition to post-secondary education than did those respondents in the Interior/ 
Southeast (45.5%), Northern Region (43.3%) and Vancouver Island/Coastal Region 
(43.4%).  Furthermore, 49.3% of graduates located in the Northern Region indicated a 
transition to the workforce as compared to 32.2% of respondents in the Lower Mainland.3  
The regional transition patterns are likely a reflection of specific characteristics of the regions 
such as the availability and/or accessibility of post secondary education. 
 
 

                                                
3 This result is statistically significant with a Chi-Square = 52.567, p<.001, Cramer’s V=.113. 

32.2%

39.1%

49.3%

48.6%

44.6%

37.9%

64.0%

57.8%

56.7%

43.3%

43.4%

45.5%

0 20 40 60 80 100

Survey Average (n=1,025)

Northern Region (n=67)

Vancouver Island/Coastal
(n=173)

Interior/Southeast (n=112)

Other (n=64)

Lower Mainland (n=609)

% of Respondents

Attending School
Working



 

2001 High School Graduate Transition Survey  R.A. Malatest & Associates Ltd. 
Ministry of Education  August 2001 

5 

Approximately seven in ten graduates indicated that they had taken some post-
secondary education in the past year. 
 
Graduates whose main activity during the past year was working were asked if they had 
also been enrolled in post-secondary courses/programs during that time.  Of these 
individuals, 29.1% indicated they had been enrolled in one or more post-secondary courses 
in the past year even though their main activity was not attending school.  Taken as a 
proportion of the total survey respondents, 12.6% participated in post secondary education 
activities in addition to working. 
 
Overall, 69.3% of the total survey respondents had attended post secondary courses at 
some time during the year since graduation.  
 
 
2.2 Transition to Post-Secondary Education 
 
Summarized in Table 2-2 is the post-secondary status of all respondents who participated in 
some post-secondary education during the past year.  
 

Table 2-2 
Respondent Post-Secondary Status 

Career Program Status Gender 
Question: Which of the following 
best describes your post-
secondary status? 

Survey 
Average 

Participant Non 
Participant 

Male Female 

Completed a post-secondary 
education, training course or 
program 

7.0% 7.4% 6.7% 8.8% 5.4% 

Returning to post-secondary studies 
in September 66.5% 63.3% 69.2% 62.9% 69.7% 

Currently attending a post-
secondary education, training 
course or program 

18.3% 19.1% 17.6% 20.0% 16.8% 

Enrolled and withdrawn from a post-
secondary education, training 
course or program 

5.4% 6.8% 4.1% 4.4% 6.2% 

Other 2.7% 3.1% 2.3% 3.8% 1.6% 
n=710 

 
 
Close to 85% of students who transitioned to post-secondary education since 
graduating from high school were either currently attending or planning to return to 
post-secondary studies in September 2001.  
 
Of the total graduates whose main activity during the past year was attending school, 84.8% 
were either still attending (i.e., enrolled in summer studies) or will be returning to school in 
the September, 2001 school year.  Only 7.0% completed their program in the first year and 
5.4% withdrew from their program after the first year.   
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A large proportion of respondents (87.6%) whose main activity after graduation was 
attending school were enrolled in a public BC post-secondary institution while 6.6% 
attended a private BC post-secondary institution and 5.5% attended a post-secondary 
institution outside of BC.  Of the 622 respondents who attended a public BC post-secondary 
institution, 94.5% had attended a university or college.  
 
 
The type of post-secondary institutions attended varied according to gender and 
region.   
 
A larger proportion of females (65.1%) who had attended school as their main activity were 
enrolled in a university-college or university than did males (55.9%).  On the other hand, 
11.2% of males attended an institute as compared to 2.4% of females.4   
 
Almost twice as many individuals (44.2%) who graduated from a high school in the Northern 
Region of the province attended a college as their main activity during the past year  
compared to those who graduated in the Interior/Southeast (23.0%).  A significantly larger 
percentage of individuals who graduated from the Interior/Southeast attended a university-
college (57.4%) than did those from the Lower Mainland (16.2%) or from Northern BC 
(9.3%).  While almost one-half of the graduates from the Lower Mainland (46.5%) attended 
a university, only 11.5% of graduates from the Interior/Southeast attended a university.5  
These regional differences could be related to the accessibility of the various types of 
institutions in the different areas. 
 
 
2.3 Transition to the Workforce 
 
The unemployment rate for survey participants was much lower than national 
unemployment rate for youth.  
 
The labour force participation rate (proportion of sample either working or looking for work) 
was estimated to be 38.7%6.  The unemployment rate at the time of the survey was 
calculated to be 2.27%7 which is relatively low when compared to the provincial youth (15-24 
years) unemployment rate of 13.6% and to the national youth (20-24 years) unemployment 
rate of 10.2% for 2000.8   
 
 
There was no relationship between Career Programs participants and non-
participants in their transition to the workforce.  
 
There was no significant difference between Career Programs participants and non-
participants and transition to employment.  Of the respondents who participated in a career 
program, 39.2% transitioned to the workforce and 36.7% of non-Career Program 
participants transitioned to the workforce.  As discussed previously, transition to the 
workforce was significantly related to gender and to region of graduation. 

                                                
4 This result is statistically significant with a Chi-Square = 26.752; p<.001, Cramer’s V=.194. 
5 This result is statistically significant with a Chi-Square = 90.630; p<.001, Cramer’s V=.179. 
6  (388 employed + 9 actively looking for work / sample of 1,025) 
7  9 unemployed and actively looking for work / 397 labour force participants. 
8  Source: BC STATS and Statistics Canada 
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Almost two-thirds of the respondents who transitioned to the workforce worked more 
than 31 hours a week.  
 
Of those respondents who transitioned to the workforce, 89.4% are still working.  Close to 
two-thirds (65.1%) of respondents worked more than 31 hours on average per week at their 
main job.  
 
Male respondents worked slightly more hours than female respondents with 69.4% of males 
working more than 31 hours per week as compared to 59.8% of females.9  A larger 
percentage of respondents from the Northern Region (77.7%) worked more than 31 hours 
per week compared to the Lower Mainland (63.6%).10 
 
 
2.4 Satisfaction with Secondary School Education as a Prerequisite to Work/Post-

Secondary Education 
 
Highlighted in Chart 2-2 are respondents' opinions as to how well their secondary school 
education prepared them for employment and/or post-secondary education.  

 
 

Chart 2-2 
Respondents' Opinion with Secondary School Education as a Prerequisite to Work/Post-

Secondary Education 

Note: Percentages do not add up to 100% due to the exclusion of neutral responses.  

                                                
9 This result is statistically significant with a Chi-Square = 11.982, p=.017, Cramer’s V=.186. 
10 This result is statistically significant with a Chi-Square = 26.752, p<.001, Cramer’s V=.194. 
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Graduates indicated that their high school education prepared them for post-
secondary education in general, but not for a specific program of post-secondary 
education.  
 
Slightly more than one-half the respondents (54.5%) indicated that high school education 
prepared them for post-secondary education; yet only 40% of those students who actually 
attended a post-secondary program felt that high school helped them to decide on a specific 
program of post-secondary studies.  These results may be a reflection of the generic 
preparation that high school education offers.  The education appears to preparing the 
students for post-secondary education, but is not aiding in specific program decisions.  
 
Of note is that, for each of the questions listed in Chart 2-2, approximately one-third of 
graduates gave "neutral" responses to these questions indicating that they did not 
necessarily agree or disagree that high school had prepared them for post-secondary 
education or for working. 
 
 
In general, those respondents whose main activity was working did not perceive their 
high school education to have prepared them for post-secondary education when 
compared to those respondents whose main activity was attending school. 
 
Differences in perceived preparation for employment and/or post-secondary education by 
transition outcome are highlighted in Chart 2-3.  This chart has been stratified to display 
respondents who worked as a main activity compared to respondents whose main activity 
was attending school. 
 

Chart 2-3 
Perceived Preparation for Employment and Post-Secondary Education  

by Respondents’ Main Activity 

n=969 (only those individuals whose main activity was attending school or working are included) 

30.6%
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Less than one-half of the respondents (46.7%) whose main activity was working felt that 
their high school education prepared them for post-secondary education.  In comparison, a 
significantly larger proportion of respondents whose main activity was attending school 
(60.1%) agreed or strongly agreed that high school prepared them for post-secondary 
education.11  Alternatively, graduates who transitioned to employment were more likely 
(38.4%) to have found high school to have better prepared them for employment than were 
graduates who proceed to post-secondary education (24.4%).12  This may indicate why 
working respondents chose to transition to the workforce instead of to a post-secondary 
institution.  
 
 
Individuals who participated in Career Programs were more likely to agree that their 
high school education prepared them for employment than were those who did not 
participate in the Career Program. 
 
Approximately one-third (36.7%) of the Career Program participants agreed/strongly agreed 
that their high school education prepared them for employment as compared to one-quarter 
(25.3%) of the non-Career Program participants. 13 
 
 
2.5 Prediction of Future Main Activity 
 
Respondents were asked to indicate what they expected their main activity to be in the 
following year (i.e., September 2001).  
 
 
A larger percentage of respondents predicted that they would be attending a post-
secondary institution next year compared to the proportion who attended in the 
previous year.  
 
A larger percentage of respondents (70.4%) indicated they would be attending a post-
secondary institution (70.4%) would be their main activity next year as compared to 56.7% 
whose main activity in the previous year was attending school.  Detailed in Chart 2-4 is a 
comparison of respondents’ main activity for the year following high school graduation 
compared to their prediction of activity for September 2001.  

 

                                                
11 This result is statistically significant with a Chi-Square = 15.00, p = .00471, Cramer's V = .126. 
12 This result is statistically significant with a Chi-Square = 19.36, p = .00067, Cramer's V = .144. 
13 This result is statistically significant with a Chi-Square = 9.545, p = .049, Cramer’s V=.119. 
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Chart 2-4 
Comparison of Current and Future Main Activity 

n=1,025 
 
 
Almost one-half of the respondents who transitioned from secondary school to the 
workforce are planning on attending a post-secondary institution next year.  
 
When respondents were asked what they predict their main activity would be in September 
2001, 45.1% of the respondents who spent last year working indicated that they are 
planning on attending a post-secondary institution.  In contrast, 9.1% of those who attended 
school in the previous year (5.2% of the total sample) were planning on moving into the 
workforce in the next year.  This may be an indication that the transition to the workforce 
was a temporary transition for approximately half of the working respondents or for 17.1% of 
the total sample.  
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TECHNICAL ASPECTS 
 
 
 
Highlighted below are the research activities completed for the 2001 High School Graduate 
Transition Survey. 
 
 
1.1 Scope of Work 
 
The research project entailed a telephone survey of high school graduates one year after 
graduation.  The Consultant completed the following activities for this project: 
 
♦ Survey review and modification 

♦ CATI programming of the survey instrument 

♦ Field-testing of the survey 

♦ Tracking and Tracing phone numbers from sample file 

♦ Full survey administration 
 
Research activities are described in detail below.  
 
 
1.2 Research Activities 
 
1.2.1 Survey Review and Modification 
 
A draft survey was provided by the Ministry of Education, and the survey instrument was 
reviewed and modified by the Consultant.  Upon finalization by the Ministry of Education, the 
Consultant programmed and tested the survey instrument on the Computer Assisted 
Telephone Interview (CATI) system prior to field-testing.  Quantitative data from the 
completed surveys have been analyzed using a commonly accepted statistical package 
(SPSS for Windows).  Readers are directed to Appendix B for review of the survey 
instrument, Appendix C for review of statistical tables and Appendix D for review of 
respondent comments.  
 
 
1.2.2 Sample Selection 
 
The Ministry of Education established the criteria for the inclusion of participants in the 
survey sample.  All respondents in the sample were to be graduates of a British Columbia 
High School in the 1999/2000 year.  The Ministry of Education provided a random sample of 
4,275 names to be used for both the field test and full survey administration.  Once this 
sample had been tracked for telephone numbers, a final random sample was developed 
containing 1,710 names.  Given the high valid response rate (70.6%), data can be viewed 
with a great degree of confidence.  Based on 1,025 completions, the maximum sampling 
error is within ±3.0% (19 times out of 20). 
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1.2.3 Tracking and Tracing Activities 
 
The Ministry of Education provided a sample of student names and addresses to the 
Consultant.  Extensive tracking and tracing activities using a variety of sources (e.g., 
telephone directory searches, Internet, etc.) were employed by research and survey staff to 
identify current telephone information.  
 
Tracking/tracing activities continued throughout surveying using an advanced CATI 
program.  The telephone survey was administered to 1,025 high school graduates.  As 
detailed in Table 2-1, the Consultant obtained very high response rates for this project.  
 
1.2.4 Survey Administration 
 
Field-testing of the survey instrument was conducted on July 17, 2001 with 15 individuals.  
To ensure that all survey staff working on this project were thoroughly trained, a 
comprehensive training session occurred prior to the field test.  Small modifications were 
made to the survey to improve the flow of the questions and skip patterns.  Full survey 
administration began July 19, 2001 and was completed July 26, 2001.  The final call status 
and the gross and valid response rates are summarized in Table 1-1. 
 

Table 1-1 
Final Call Status and Response Rates 

Call Status Number Percent of Sample  
(Valid Response Rate) 

Survey Completions 1,025 59.9% (70.6%) 
Respondent Refusal      25 (1.7%) 
Left Message/Call Again/Appt. Made    345 (23.7%) 
Language/Communication Problem      11 (0.8%) 
Moved-(toll-free left)      28 (1.9%) 
No answer       18 (1.2%) 
Subtotal (Valid Sample) 1,452 84.9% 
Not in Service     203 11.9% 
Moved/Travel       35   2.0% 
Fax/Modem/Business       11   0.6% 
Non-Qualifier         9   0.5% 
Total Sample 1,710 100.0% 

 
From the total sample of 1,710 potential participants, surveys were completed with 1,025 
individuals.  The overall valid response rate for the survey was 70.6%, which is similar to 
follow-up surveys of graduates of education programs.  The refusal rate for the 2001 High 
School Graduate Transition Survey was relatively low, as only 1.7% of the valid sample 
declined to participate.  However, the proportion of incorrect or not-in-service (11.9%) 
numbers was slightly higher than for other graduate outcome surveys.  This may be due to 
the absence of phone numbers in the administrative data provided by the Ministry of 
Education.  
 
 
Highlighted in Table 1-2 are the completions, refusal rates and valid response rates by 
Career Program status, gender and region.  



 

2001 High School Graduate Transition Survey  R.A. Malatest & Associates Ltd. 
Ministry of Education  August 2001 

 
Table 1-2 

Summary of Completions, Refusal Rates and Response Rates 

 Sample Size Valid 
Sample 

Number of 
Completions 

Refusal 
Rates 

Valid 
Response 

Rates1 
Career Program Status      
Program Participant 729 648 475 1.1% 73.3% 
Non-Program Participant 981 804 550 2.2% 68.4% 
Gender      
Male 840 723 516 2.5% 71.4% 
Female 870 729 509 1.0% 69.8% 
Region2      
Vancouver Island/Coastal 274 239 173 0.8% 72.4% 
Lower Mainland 975 835 609 1.8% 72.9% 
Interior/Southeast 200 163 112 1.2% 68.7% 
Northern 127 109 67 2.8% 61.5% 
Other 133 106 64 2.8% 60.4% 
Total 1709 1452 1025 1.7% 70.6% 

1 Valid Response Rate = Number of completions for that category / Valid Sample for that category 
2 It should be noted that the sample was not stratified by region, as this was not requested by the client. 
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B.C. GRADUATES TRANSITION TELEPHONE SURVEY 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Hi, my name is ________________ and I am calling from R.A. Malatest and Associates Ltd., on behalf of 
the Ministry of Education.  We are conducting a survey of B.C. secondary school students who graduated 
one year ago.  The purpose of this survey is to assess your transition to either post-secondary education 
or directly to the workforce.  While the survey is voluntary, your participation is important.  Your identity 
will remain anonymous and your answers will only be used for statistical purposes. The survey will take 
only 5 minutes to complete.  
 
Can I complete the survey with you now? 
 
1.  Yes [proceed]  2.  No  [go to call-back page to schedule appointment] 
 
 
SECTION A: Respondents Main Activity 
 
A1.   During the past year, what was your main activity?  [Surveyors Note: main activity can be 
defined as what the respondent spends the majority of their time doing. For example, if a respondent 
spends 40% of their time at school, 30% working and 30% volunteering, then their main activity will be 
attending school.] [Surveyors Note: you do not have to read the list of activities] [Surveyors Note: If 
respondent indicates that their main activity was attending school, please ask if they were full time or part 
time. If the respondent is unsure, we will use the following rule; < 3 courses a term is part time and > 3 
courses a term is full time] 
 
[Select only ONE main activity] 

1. Attending school - full time   
2. Attending school - part time  
3. Working 
4. Unemployed & looking for work 
5. Unemployed & not looking for work  
6. Travelling 
7. Volunteering 
8. Taking care of family/household/homemaker 
9. Long-term illness/sick/disability 
10. Other _____________________ (please specify) 

 
SECTION B: Employment Activity 
[If A1=3 go to B1, otherwise go to Section C] 
 
B1.  Are you still currently working? 

1. Yes [Go to B2] 
2. No [Go to C1a] 

 
B2.  How many hours per week do you work on average, at your main job? 

1. < 10 hours      8. Don’t Know 
2. 11- 20 hours     9. No Response 
3. 21- 30 hours 
4. 31- 40 hours 
5. >40 hours 
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SECTION C: Post-Secondary Activity 
[If A1=1 or 2 go to C1b] 
 
C1a.  Since graduating from high school, have you at any time taken a post-secondary education, 

training course or program? 
1. Yes  [Go to C1b] 
2. No    [Go to D1] 

 
C1b. Which of the following best describes your post-secondary status?  

1. Completed a post-secondary education, training course or program  
2. Returning to post-secondary studies in September 
3. Currently attending a post-secondary education, training course or program 
4. Enrolled and withdrawn from a post-secondary education, training course or program  
5. Other _____________________________________________(please specify) 
 

 
C2.  What type of post-secondary institution did you enrol in? 

1. A public BC post-secondary education institution   
2. A private BC post-secondary training institution   
3. A post-secondary education institution outside of BC  
4. Other ________________________________ (please specify) 
 

C3.  What kind of post-secondary institution was it?  [Surveyor Note: If respondent took distant 
education ask the respondent what type of institution it was taken through.] 
1. College 
2. University-college 
3. University 
4. Institute 
5. Learning agency (e.g., Open Learning Agency) 
6. Other ________________________________ (please specify) 

 
 
SECTION D: Opinion of Secondary School Preparation 
 
D1. We would like to get your opinion about how you feel your high school education has aided 

you in your decisions about your future post-secondary education and/or employment plans. 
Using a scale of one to five, where one is strongly disagree and five is strongly agree, please 
indicate your level of agreement with the following statement: 

 
[Go to D1a if A1=1 or 2 or C1b = 1 or 2 or 3, otherwise go to D1b] 
 Strongly 

Disagree 
Somewhat 
Disagree 

Neutral Agree Strongly 
Agree 

Don’t 
Know 

No 
Response 

a.  The courses and programs I took in 
high school helped me decide on a 
specific program of post-secondary 
studies.  

❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ 

b.  My high school education prepared 
me for post-secondary education.  ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ 

c.  My high school education prepared me 
for employment.  ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ ❒ 
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SECTION E: Expected future activity 
 
E1. What do you expect your main activity will be this coming September? [September 2001]  
[Surveyors Note: main activity can be defined as what the respondent predicts that they will spend the 
majority of their time doing] [Surveyors Note: you do not have to read the list of activities] [Surveyors 
Note: If respondent indicates that their main activity will be attending school, please ask if they are going 
to be full time or part time. If the respondent is unsure, we will use the following rule; < 3 courses a term is 
part time and > 3 courses a term is full time] 
 
 
[Select only ONE main activity] 

1. Attending school - full time   
2. Attending school - part time  
3. Working 
4. Unemployed & looking for work 
5. Unemployed & not looking for work  
6. Travelling 
7. Volunteering 
8. Taking care of family/household/homemaker 
9. Long-term illness/sick/disability 
10. Other _____________________ (please specify) 
 

 
 
 

THAT COMPLETES THE SURVEY. 
THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX C:  HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE TRANSITION SURVEY 
Statistical Tables 

 
 



                     MINISTRY OF EDUCATION - HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE TRANSITION SURVEY 2001

                                                Career Program Status         Gender            Total   
                                                          
                                                 Career   Non-Career    Male      Female              
                                                 Program    Program                                   
                                               Participant Participant                                  



                     MINISTRY OF EDUCATION - HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE TRANSITION SURVEY 2001

                                                Career Program Status         Gender            Total   
                                                          
                                                 Career   Non-Career    Male      Female              
                                                 Program    Program                                   
                                               Participant Participant                                  

E1. Prediction of Main Activity for next year                                                         
Attending School - full time                      61.9%      62.4%      58.5%      65.8%      62.1%   
Attending School - part time                       6.9%       8.5%       7.8%       7.9%       7.8%   
Working                                           28.6%      22.4%      27.3%      23.2%      25.3%   
Unemployed and looking for work                               1.6%       1.4%        .4%        .9%   
Unemployed and not looking for work                            .2%        .2%                   .1%   
Travelling                                         1.9%       2.9%       2.9%       2.0%       2.4%   
Taking care of family /household /homemaker                    .4%                   .4%        .2%   
Other                                               .2%        .9%       1.0%        .2%        .6%   
Don't Know                                          .4%        .5%       1.0%                   .5%   
No Response                                                    .2%                   .2%        .1%   

Total                                               475        550        516        509       1025   

                                                  PAGE - 3



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX D:  HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE TRANSITION SURVEY 
Respondent Comments 
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